MONOTHEISM OF HINDU RELIGION          91

25. To eat or drink anything that has not been offered to
the Deity:

Whether we take water, flowers or fruits or leaves, we must
offer them to the Deity first and then take it for ourselves. The
lord is so magnanimous that if you offer any of these things with
devotion, he will take them.

26. Failure to offer to the Lord a fruit peculiar to the season
before giving it to anyone else:

During mango season, one should offer mangoes to the Deity;

otherwise, throughout one can offer plantain in good condition
and according to the season and availability we must offer to the
Lord and then give it to anyone else or take ourselves.

27. To sit with one's back over against the Deity:

One should not sit showing his back to the Deity. ' It is a
serious apachara which should be avoided. On and of, in forget"
fulness young boys may slip into this error.  But they should be
cautioned against this particular slip (apachara).

28. Failure to greet one's preceptor, enquire after his health
and extol him:

This is called (the omission) Bhagavata Apachara. We must
all devote attention not only to God but to real devotees of God
who are called real bhakthas. Bhagavatha apachara is considered
to be worse than the apachara to Bhagavan.

29. To indulge in self-praise:

Last but not least, one should not indulge in self-glorification
or self-praise before the Deity- Self-glorification or self-praise is
always bad whether before the Deity or anywhere else.

30. To revile any deity whatsoever:

One should not talk ill of any Deity; whatever persuasion a
man may be, he should respect other Deities.   A Vaishnavite
should not talk ill of Siva and Saivite should not talk ill of Vishnu.
These Deities are different aspects of the same Supreme being.
Therefore, nobody should indulge in reviling another man's faith
or the Deity another man worships. But everyone can have his
preferences in the matter of worship.